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ANCIENT COINNLEOIR, OR ALTAR CANDLESTICK. 



The accompanying drawing represents an ancient Coinnleoir, or altar-candlestick of stone, which 
will, no doubt, prove interesting to many of the readers of the Ulster Journal of Archmology , not 
only because the object is rare — -probably unique — but also because it was discovered inside the 
ancient Cathedral of Armagh. 

About the year 1834, Mr. Cottingham, who had earned for himself a high name among the 
ecclesiastical architects of England by his restoration of the Abbey of St, Alban's, commenced the 
restoration of the old cathedral of Armagh. During the process of the works, his good taste disin- 
terred, from a quantity of brick and mortar- work, a series of elegantly clustered columns separating 
the aisle from the nave ; and caused to be removed from the corbels the plaster concealing the 
emblematic sculpture with which they had been ornamented. During this judicious process of 
restoration, there was brought to light a statue of St. Patrick, bearing the crozier, surmounted by 
shamrocks; and one of St. Peter, distinguished by the usual appendages of the cock and the keys. 
The latter was discovered in the wall under the rafters of the choir ; and near it, the candlestick 
was found by one of the workmen, who sold it to £he present owner, Mr. M c Keown, Hercules - 
street, Belfast. A bell was also found contiguous to the same spot, which afterwards passed into 
the possession of the late Mr. Corry, of Armagh. 

Stone may appear to some a strange material from which to manufacture candlesticks. Cer- 
tainly the altar candlesticks of the English churches were generally, if not always, made of brass 
or bronze; but it is necessary to take into consideration that at the period to which the candle 
stick belongs, and from the time of Constantine, the altar was, throughout the church generally, 
made of stone, and stone candlesticks would have appeared no incongruous ornament rising from 
the stone gradus of a stone altar. 

Judging from the ornamentations, I am inclined to think that this candlestick was made prior 
to the development of the pointed style of architecture in Ireland. The cathedral was repaired 
and beautified a.d. 1125, by Primate Celsus; a.d. 1145, by Gelasius; and afterwards by Primate 
O'Scanlon, who was translated to Armagh A..n. 1261 — with any of these periods the style of orna- 
mentation would very well accord. 

The drawing is about half the actual size, the height being 8| inches, and the diameter of 
the top 3£ inches, the socket for the candle being in diameter 1 inch. 

J. O'L. 
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